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Introduction 
 

Canberra Primary School’s Travel Plan intends to set out measures and best practice regarding 
travel arrangements for both staff and pupils. The school recognises the importance of promoting 
sustainable transport in order to reduce the current trend of car reliance. We believe that a 
School Travel Plan (STP) will help to address many of our road safety and transport problems 
and have a very positive effect on the local community as a whole.  
 
The STP has been devised with input from staff, parents, pupils and local residents. We have 
carried out a questionnaire survey to obtain an outline of their views. A Road Safety committee 
has been set up, comprising staff and pupils.  
 
The main objective of Canberra Primary School’s STP is: 
 

 To reduce the number of car trips made to and from school over the next three years 
and to maintain or further reduce this thereafter.  

 

Further objectives are to: 
 

 Reduce congestion around the school. 

 Improve the safety of routes to the school. 

 Reduce the detrimental impact that cars have on our environment. 

 Improve the health and fitness of staff, pupils and parents. 

 Further our school image and develop our school ethos.  
 

We aim to meet these objectives by encouraging staff, parents and pupils to adopt sustainable 
transport alternatives to travel to school. These are set out and fully expanded in the Key 
Initiatives with Objectives and Targets and Programme for Implementation sections.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Brief Description of the School 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Canberra Primary School is situated in Westwood, East Kilbride and has an approximate roll of 
170 pupils and a further 40 nursery age pupils. Our catchment area is wide-ranging, from the 
area surrounding the school to Newlandsmuir and Hairmyres.  This means that some children 
can easily walk to school whereas others are more likely to travel by bus or car.  Many of our 
parents work and this has an impact on the method of travel for both dropping off and picking up. 
The school and nursery opening hours are 9am to 3pm but we have several pre and post-school 
clubs. These include a Breakfast Club from 8.15am for any primary age pupil who wishes to 
come along and various extra-curricular clubs for primary age pupils which finish at around 
4.00pm, when running.  
 
The school is located at Belmont Drive adjacent to Westwoodhill at the junction with Westwood 
Road. These roads form the main routes from Greenhills, Westwood, Hairmyres and Mossneuk 
heading to East Kilbride Town Centre and the main dual carriageways leading out of East 
Kilbride, making them very busy.  Local shops and businesses are within walking distance from 
the school and we are affected by traffic travelling along Westwoodhill to where they are situated. 
The school is found at the end of Belmont Road, which is a through road from Westwoodhill to 
housing in the area and the local shops; despite this the road isn’t busy for most of the day. Cars 
park at the side of the road however leading to congestion at peak times such as when school 
finishes at 3pm. There is a staff and visitor car park on the school grounds, which has a one way 
system in place. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Evidence of Consultation 
Parent Survey 
22 responses were received from Parents, here is a summary of results. A full copy of the results 
can be found in the Appendix Section. 

 
68% of pupils travel less than half a mile to school. 

 
86% of parents selected that their child walks to school, with 50% travelling by car. Parents were 
allowed to select multiple options for this question. 
When parent were asked, if they could choose, how would they prefer their child to travel to and 
from school, 96% on foot, with car decreasing to 14%. There was support for cycling to school 
too. 

 
 
For walking 
and cycling 
to and 

from 
school, 

the 



Walking Bus and Cycle Train initiative received little support, with only a few parents selecting 
that they were not sure if they could support this.  
What would encourage or enable your child to walk or cycle to school, parents asked to rank the 
options in order of importance, here are the results -  

1. Safer crossing places – 50% 

2. Slower traffic speeds – 35% 

3. = More road safety education – 33%                                            

= Better facilities at school – 33%                                           

4. Others walking or cycling the same way – 30% 

5. Health and fitness benefits – 29% 

 
For those who replied no or not sure about Park and Stride initiative, comments were given 
regarding time commitments, work timescales and lack of parking in the vicinity. 
Westwood shops was suggested for Park and Stride, there is ample spaces for parking and the 
location is only a few minutes away from the school. 
 
Pupil Survey 
45 pupils’ responses were received with majority of classes represented. 

 
71% of pupils selected that they normally travel less than 1 mile to school with 13% between 1 to 
2 miles and 16% over 2 miles.  



 

 
 
69% of pupils normally travel to and from school by car, 58% walk, 9% scooter, 4% bus and 2% 
cycle.  
When pupils were asked, if they could choose how they would like to travel to and from school, 
53% would like to walk, 33% by car, 18% by scooter, 16% by bike, 4% by bus and 2% by train.  

 
Bad weather was the main issue (66%) which makes it difficult for pupil to walk or cycle to 

school, with distance too far (24%) and roads too busy (21%) following. 



 
 

For the last question, ‘How do you think your journey to school could be made safer?’, general 
comments were received including a few suggestions of safe places to cross, taking the bus and 

traffic lights.  
Full pupil responses can be found in the Appendix Section.  

 
 
 
 

Staff Survey 
16 staff members completed the survey with majority of staff travelling to school by car. 

 
Most staff travel to school by car.  



 
 

 
There is an interest in Car Share, this would be an arrangement between staff which would be 
dependent on location, time and suitability to be progressed. 
In the last question, staff did raise concerns about crossing safely and parking around the school. 
 

Appendix Section – Parent School Travel Plan Questionnaire Results 

 



 

            

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

~ End of Parent School Travel Plan Questionnaires ~ 

-  

Appendix Section – Pupil School Travel Plan Questionnaire Results 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Appendix Section – Staff School Travel Plan Questionnaire Results 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 
 

 
 
 



Summary of School’s Transport and Road Safety Problems 
 
Although Canberra Primary School is located at the end of a relatively quiet road, we have some 
major problems with the congestion that the school run traffic causes. The cars parked on 
Belmont Drive cause the road to become practically a one-way street. Traffic must wait and allow 
cars with right-of-way to pass the cars first. This often causes significant tailbacks and can result 
in a build-up of cars queuing at the end of Belmont Drive to turn onto Westwoodhill. The double 
parking of vehicles creates a similar problem. This then means that the road becomes extremely 
hazardous for pedestrians and children trying to cross the road.  

 
There are linking paths from both the front and back of the school and a crossing patrol is 
situated close to the school at the junction of Westwood Road and Westwoodhill.  An additional 
crossing patrol is located further up Westwoodhill in the direction of Lickprivick Road.  These 
allow children to walk from their homes to school. The crossing patrol at Westwood Road and 
Westwoodhill is situated at the roundabout and this means that vehciles have to stop suddenly at 
times. The crossing patroller has been hit by cars on more than one occasion. The children from 
Canberra also have to cross Belmont Drive to access the crossing patrol and as noted earlier this 
is a busy and congested road which has parked cars on one side, making it a hazardous point for 
children to cross unaided. This crossing would therefore be better positioned to the left of 
Belmont Drive  We were advised however that it is situated in this location to encourage the 
pupils from Duncanrig to use it.  
 
The school has a one way car park which has limited spaces.  Despite a no entry sign at the exit 
some vehicles enter this way, going against the flow of traffic.  The janitor now mans this gate at 
home time to direct vehicles to the entrance.  The limited number of spaces results in the school 
gate being closed at home time as soon as the car park is full, otherwise vehicles park out with 
designated spaces or in disabled spaces causing an obstruction and danger to pedestrians.  This 
has led to the janitor receiving verbal abuse and challenge. 

 



Key Initiatives with Objectives and Targets 
 

 
Car Travel 
 
Park and Stride: 
 
We are currently trying to implement a ‘Park and Stride’ area in the Leisure Centre car park. This 
would allow parents to drive their children to the car park then accompany them the rest of the 
short distance to school on foot.  
 

Park and Stride Objectives: 
 
This initiative will allow parents who are pushed for time to do their best to be involved in our 
School Travel Plan. It also helps the children to have a little exercise, reduce the congestion 
which builds up around the school gates and improve the safety of all the children who walk 
along Belmont Drive to school. The Westwood car park has excellent lighting and is less than a 5 
minute walk away which is encouraging to parents/carers.   

 

Park and Stride Targets:    
 
We are intend to regularly promote this scheme in our school newsletter to ensure that all 
parents are aware of it.  

 

Car Sharing: 
 
We are endeavouring to set up a Car Sharing initiative between parents living in the same area 
who normally take their child to school by car.  
 

Car Sharing Objectives: 
 
It would be extremely beneficial to both the environment and the congestion issues around the 
school to encourage parents to car pool the school run. This would ensure a great reduction of 
traffic on our local roads. As recent figures show that 1 in 5 cars on our roads at 8.50 am are 
taking children to school, any measure that will help to reduce that figure is welcomed. This idea 
will also help to make our routes to school safer for pedestrians.  
 

Car Sharing Targets:   
 
We think that this Car Sharing scheme should be set up within a year. We are currently asking 
parents to provide the Parent Council with their names if they would like to participate. We will 
then create routes for parents in the same area to collect multiple children in the morning, and 
take it in turns to do the school run.  
 
 

Cycling 
 
Cycle readiness: 
 
We have found that few of our pupils are currently cycling to school and feel that we should 
introduce some plans to help them begin cycling.  
 

Cycling Objectives: 
 



We hope that through the creation of a pupil focused plan for cycling to school that we can 
encourage children to begin cycling to school. This will improve the general health and fitness of 
pupils, reduce congestion and reduce the impact of cars on our environment.  
 
The re-introduction of Bikeability training for Primary 5 & 7 will provide children with the skills 
required to ride safely to school. 
 
Some children are unable to afford a bike.  Consultation with regards to subsidising bikes for 
children in receipt of FME will be undertaken and if agreed upon put in place to encourage 
families to purchase bikes.  
 

 
Cycling Targets:   
 
A 5% increase in the number of children who regularly cycle to school. 
 
 

Publicity and Awareness 
 

Publicity and Awareness Objectives:   
 
Raise the profile of the School Travel Plan and gain positive press coverage. 
 
 

Publicity and Awareness Targets:    
 
Junior Road Safety Officers will develop an annual plan and liaise with the School Travel Plan 
Coordinator, to map out different promotional activities throughout the school year and to access 
press coverage for any of our initiative launches and events. 
The school newsletter will feature information for the term to highlight key issues to 
parents/carers. 
A copy of the School Travel Plan will be shared on the school website. 



Programme for Implementation 

 
We have created a timeline to show our proposed action plan to implement these short, medium 
and long term measures. 
 
 
February 2023 
School Travel Plan complete. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 months later 
Park and Stride initiative underway. 
Subsidised cycle purchase scheme  
underway 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 – 9 months later 
JRSO plan in place 
Cycling plan in place 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 year later 
Car Sharing Scheme set up and operating. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will begin work on these plans as detailed in the Objectives and Targets. The whole of the 
STP committee (subset of Health Committee with adult consultation through Parent Council) will 
be involved in the implementation of these proposals. We will identify people’s strengths and ask 
them if they would like to be responsible for a particular aspect or action. As we begin work we 
will have a much better idea of who is involved with what areas and will return to this plan and 
insert the appropriate details. We will also be involving the parents, Parent Council and pupils in 
this process and encouraging them to do all that they can to help us develop our School Travel 
Plan.  

 



Plans for Monitoring and Review 
 
The plan will be monitored and reviewed at Health committee meetings. As with all of the 
processes to implement our ideas, the pupil’s views will be represented by our Junior Road 
Safety Officer at the meetings that he/she attends. Copies will be available in the school for 
parents, pupils and local residents to browse. 
Copies will also be circulated to all relevant parties: 
 

 Community Police. 

 Engineering Officer. 

 School Travel Plan coordinator. 

 Any other interested party. 
 
Any amendments that are to be made to the plan will be inserted by the committee. All changes 
and amendments will be inserted as soon as possible and updated copies available to all 
stakeholders immediately. This is not a prescriptive plan and it is by no means complete. We are 
intending to treat this as an active, ongoing ‘work in progress’ and add to the plan when we can.   

 


